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The term ‘‘social reproduction’’ has undergone a wide range of interpretations since feminist anthropologists and 
economists began to (re)interrogate the term in the 1970s (Pearson and Kusakabe, 2012). Deployment of the concept 
as an analytical tool has become ever more widespread over the past few years, with new volumes (e.g. Bhattacharya, 
2017; Ferguson, 2020) and conferences dedicated to furthering scholarship engaging with social reproduction.   
 
Crossing disciplinary boundaries and wielding great explanatory power for researchers, Social Reproduction Theory 
(SRT) provides a lens through which to understand reproductive work as a crucial, yet often invisible sphere of 
economic activity, essential alongside production for a full and functioning society.  It offers a framework to challenge 
the exploitation and devaluation of paid and unpaid reproductive labour, as well as re-envisioning productive labour 
and the wider economy towards sustaining life. Rather than understanding oppression as purely a class struggle, SRT 
recognises the inequalities between productive and reproductive labour through the lens of social difference, 
including gender, race and class.  
 
Contemporary global politics and social issues offer an exciting moment in the life of the concept, with coronavirus 
crises further increasing its relevance, visibility and urgency. This one-day virtual conference will explore approaches 
to and uses of Social Reproduction Theory old and new, and current applications across research, campaigning and 
public policy. 
 
For the WBG 2nd Annual Early Career Network Conference ‘Social Reproduction: Theory, Practice and Public Policy’ 
we therefore invite ECN members (students, academics, civil servants, voluntary workers or third-sector researchers) 
who are engaging with ideas rooted in social reproduction to present their research on 11 November 2020 virtually, 
via Zoom. 
 
 
We encourage papers: 
 

- Deploying social reproduction as an analytical lens  
- Interrogating the concept and its mobilisations and assumptions  
- Detailing the histories or trajectories of social reproduction within/across disciplines, as well as critical debates 
- Examining intersectional and black feminist approaches to social reproduction 
- Discussing social reproduction in the Global South as well as North 
- Exploring social reproduction in the context of the care sector and wider economies of care (both paid and 

unpaid) 
- Challenging theoretical boundaries between reproductive/productive work 
- Thinking about social reproduction in the context of public policy 
- Analysing the social reproductive conditions shaping the economic circumstances and challenges of specific 

groups of people and carers (e.g. BAME, disabled, young, old, migrant, LGBTQI, mothers, etc).  
 
 
We also welcome papers that explore these issues in light of current coronavirus crises and its implications for gender, 
economy, health and society. 
 
We particularly welcome submissions from communities under-represented in academia and policymaking, 
including people of colour, disabled people and working-class people. 
 
Please submit an abstract of no more than 250 words to anna.johnston@wbg.org.uk before 9am Monday 21st 
September. Selected papers will be informed by mid-October.   
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